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“Translating the SDGs
into Your Business”
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Businesses and sustainable development:

The winning formula

Three years ago, at the behest of governments and other institutions, the United Nations established a list of 17
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), with the aim of preserving our planet’s natural wealth for future generations.
AfrAsia Bank has always been a key proponent of sustainable development. Our teams in-house have strived to
translate the 17 SDGs in both our business strategy and community outreach actions.
Today, thanks to our conference partner IBL Together and with the support of the UN Resident Coordinator’s Office
for Mauritius and the Seychelles, we are organising the AfrAsia Bank Sustainability Summit. This first of its kind
event is poised to capitalise on the emerging prospects of the 17 SDGs as AfrAsia Bank takes on an increased role
in its sustainability efforts and pledges to strengthen its commitments to the SDGs agenda. The conference theme,
“Translating the SDGs into Your Business” demonstrates the scale and ambition of our project as we resolve to shift
the corporate world onto a greater sustainable and resilient path.
Addressing sustainability challenges calls for multi-stakeholder partnerships and actions. The Summit will feature
a widespread of keynote addresses, panel discussions and immense networking opportunities over two full days.
Among the recognised professionals who will attend this event is Professor Michael Hopkins, a well-known expert
in the sustainability field and one of the world’s Top 100 thought leaders on trustworthy business behaviour, will join
the summit as our keynote speaker. The summit will bring together professionals and business leaders from around
the globe to discuss the adaptations that a sustainable future requires, enabling local and international organizations
to present sustainability solutions, share knowledge and think forward holistically.
We are determined to be at the forefront of the sustainability development by joining the global effort to integrate
social, environmental, ethical and human rights concerns into our business operations and core strategy. This summit
seeks to inspire deeper commitments from each stakeholder in support of the SDGs and activate everyone to call
for change. We have designed special packages for our corporate and individual customers to attend the summit.
Our team will keep you updated on further details. You can also check our dedicated website where you will find
useful information on the summit as well as accommodation.
On behalf of the AfrAsia team, I look forward to welcoming you at this event,
Sanjiv Bhasin
CEO of AfrAsia Bank Ltd

Our ambition is to
shift the corporate
world onto a greater
sustainable and
resilient path.
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About the
Summit
The AfrAsia Bank Sustainability Summit is the very
first event of its kind in Mauritius. Deeply rooted
in its philosophy of ‘Bank Different’, AfrAsia
has partnered with IBL Together, the largest
conglomerate in Mauritius, to drive awareness and
responsible business action towards achieving the
17 SDGs.
Supported by the UN Resident Coordinator’s
Office for Mauritius and the Seychelles, the summit
will bring together sustainability professionals and
business leaders around the world to raise the bar
of dialogue and take a deep dive into the practice
and performance of sustainable business.

Facts and Figures

1

st

conference
of its kind
in Mauritius

10

More than

industries/economic
sectors represented

200
Targeting

participants

15

Thought Leaders
sharing one platform

Visit us at sustainabilitysummit.afrasiabank.com
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Objectives
of the Summit
A key objective of this Summit is to focus on the joint efforts of
local businesses and international professionals to drive local
and regional impacts in the field of sustainable development.
Businesspersons will be able to highlight how their businesses
are taking a leadership role in driving the sustainability agenda by
integrating the SDGs into their corporate strategies. The role of
building partnerships to deliver Local Sustainable Development
dividends will be explored.
The AfrAsia Bank Sustainability Summit will culminate in the
elaboration of a roadmap for the implementation of measures
that will enable businesses to fully integrate the 17 SDGs in
their operations. This roadmap aims to set the standards and
the methodology which businesses will be adopting to ensure
that implementing measures favouring the realisation of the 17
SDGs is feasible and non-disruptive.
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Understanding the SDGs

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a collection of 17 global goals that build on the successes of
the Millennium Development Goals, while including new areas such as climate change, economic inequality,
innovation, sustainable consumption, peace and justice, among other priorities. Those 17 goals being
interconnected, to ensure their successful implementation involves tackling overlapping issues.
The SDGs were first defined during the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development in Rio de
Janeiro in 2012. The objective was to produce a set of universal goals that meet the urgent environmental,
political and economic challenges facing our world.
Achieving the SDGs will necessitate the collaboration of all stakeholders as well as the transformation of existing
systems and practices. Business has a key role to play as an engine of economic growth and employment and a
source of finance, technology and innovation.
By developing a better understanding and proactively addressing the SDGs, companies will be able to better
manage their risks, anticipate consumers’ demand, secure access to needed resources, differentiate themselves
from competitors, and strengthen their supply chains. In essence, the SDGs can help businesses to connect their
strategies with global priorities while also playing their part in ensuring no one is left behind.
While pursuing these opportunities it is also important to remain mindful of the core responsibilities that business
has with regard to the development agenda. The baseline for any company should be to ensure that its operations
are not hindering global development.

The goal keeper’s concept
Drawing primarily from the 17 global goals set by the
United Nations, AfrAsia has sought to develop nine themes
inspired by these SDGs to build a consistent and coherent
Corporate Sustainability scheme for local and international
stakeholders, including Mauritian companies. Following the
United Nations’s agenda to transform the world through
meaningful changes in different communities, AfrAsia
nominated nine renowned companies to be the goal keepers
of this Sustainable development project. The goal keepers
will commit themselves to fulfil the bold and innovative
targets of the United Nations in Mauritius.
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Our vision

Sanjiv Bhasin
CEO, AfrAsia Bank Ltd

“It is high time that we translate our
words into actions. Corporates have
been deeply involved, albeit indirectly,
in social and environmental causes, but
I believe that we need a more hands-on
approach. Hence this initiative of AfrAsia
Bank to bring together experts in the field
of corporate sustainability and business
leaders to find ways to implement, at the
core of our operations, the elements that
will help realise the SDGs.”

“What matters to me as the leader of an influential group
is to make the right choice: Today, as a group, present in 9
sectors, with a wide array of activities that ranges from fish
processing to global business, IBL Together has the ability
to make a major difference in the lives of Mauritians and
generations to come. We can change our processes and
habits. We can create new ways of operating, of thinking,
inspiring ourselves from nature. We can reach out to other
stakeholders to create an economy that benefits everyone.
As individuals and as a collective, the IBL Together Team is
dedicated to create this brighter future for all.”

“The United Nations SDGs can be seen as
a framework within which stakeholders can
set their own achievable goals with regards
to sustainable development. We fully
support AfrAsia Bank’s initiative and hope
that the upcoming summit will help define
a clearer roadmap for the implementation
of the 17 SDGs by businesses”.
Christine N. Umutoni
UN Resident Coordinator

Arnaud Lagesse
CEO, IBL Together
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Meet our Speakers
Professor
Michael Hopkins
Keynote speaker

Harsha Mukherjee

Professor Hopkins is a well-known expert on
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) and
was named as one of the world’s 100 thought
leaders on trustworthy business behaviour
in 2013. Professor Michael Hopkins is
CEO and Chairman of MHC International
Ltd., a research and service company on
CSR and Labour Markets. He is Professor
of Corporate & Social Research at the
University of Middlesex in London, UK and
Adjunct Professor of CSR at George Mason
University in Washington DC. Professor
Hopkins was the Founder and Director
of Executive Programmes on CSR at the
University of Geneva, Switzerland. Professor
Hopkins has authored 12 books, including
CSR and International Development. In his
book Strategic CSR he widens the ‘corporate
responsibility’ concept to all ‘bodies’ both
private and public.

Founder & MD, International Institute
of Corporate Sustainability and
Responsibility Group

Sylvain Guyoton

Senior Vice-President Research,
EcoVadis

Dr. Achieng Ojwang

Sunil Benimadhu

Nkiruka Chiemelu

Douglas Kativu

Chief Executive,
Stock Exchange of Mauritius

Manager Local Networks,
United Nations Global Compact
New York

Executive Director,
UNGC South Africa

Director, GRI Africa
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Join the
SDG Journey

Hear from inspiring
Leaders and sustainability
professionals from diverse
industry sectors

Discover new
sustainable solutions,
business models and
opportunities

Who should attend?

Support the global effort to
turn the aspirations of the
sustainable development
goals into business actions

Shape the evolving
dialogue on sustainability
and share ideas

•

CEOs, CFOs, COOs

•

Chairpersons & Vice-Chairpersons

•

Managing Directors

•

Regional Directors

•

Executive Directors

•

Sustainability Heads/Managers

•

Investment Directors/Managers

•

Fund Directors/Managers

•

Corporate Managers

•

Management Team

•

HR Executives

•

Marketing & Communication Managers

•

Compliance and Legal

•

Property & Infrastructure Developers

•

Portfolio Managers

•

Head of Finance/Financial Controller

•

Government Officials

•

Civil Society (e.g. NGOs)

•

Academic institutions

Book your Seats
Corporate & Individual
MUR 20, 000
2 days access

Special Prices are available for:

Lunches

AfrAsia Bank Individual Clients

Coffee Breaks

Academics

Certificate

Non-Profit Organisations

Cocktail Dinner Access
Sundowner Cocktail Access

Email us on abss@afrasiabank.com or call +230 208 5500
Proceeds received through the Summit will be donated to AfrAsia Foundation
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Our
Main Partners

Our
Collaborators
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Contact Us
Tel: +230 208 5500 or Email: abss@afrasiabank.com
Website: sustainabilitysummit.afrasiabank.com

